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HOW THE LETTEIOH "DEMOCRATS" FOUGJ1 i 
COMMUNISM 







"Basically our political program ~~ our political line - 
completely agrees with the line and the program of the 
Slovak Commnnist Party. Up to the rebellion there really 
was no difference between an adherent of the Slovak Com- 
munist Party and an adherent of the Slovak Democratic 
Party. . . I emphasize that we muet help each other mu- 
tually and that ail of us must solve common problems to- 
gether, because for once and for ail time we must realize 
that there is no fundamental difference between the Com- 
munist Party and the Democratic Party of Slovakia." — 
(Dr. Joseph Lettrich, Vice-Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the "Council of Free Czechoslovakia/' f My 46', No. 
23, June 8, 1946, Prague). 

• • • 

"We believe that freedom and the independence of the Czecho- 
slovak Republic are guaranteed by the alliance witr the great Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the rest of the Slovanic nations 

who, finally, found themselves and established an association of 
Slovanic blood. This is our unalterable belief, enrooted in our minds 
and hearts; It is not the result of a temporary world constellation, but 
the result of the historic mission of the Slovanic nations. Just as our 
loyalty to the Republic is not to be abandoned in good or bad times, 
just so do we comprehend also our loyalty to our great ally, and 
various ideologies cannot stand in the way of that loyalty." — {Ing. 
K. Filo, Deputy of Lettrich's Democratic Party, in the Prague Par- 
liament, according to CAS of December 16,. 1947.) 

•. • • 

"The Soviet Union is our ally and our friend and we are 

its ally and friends. Our friendship and alliance is not based 

only on ideological ties. It is something more. It stems from 

political and geographical reality, from the depth of our 

hearts and from the living idea of Slavic unity." — (Dr. 

Fedor Hodza, Secretary-General of the Democratic Party, in 

the Provisional National Assembly in Prague, Nov. 14, 1945) , 

• • • 

"Ab the Secretary of Information, I have to point out that the 
entire Slovak press, as far as its relations with the Soviet Union are 
concerned, follows the line of the NATIONAL FRONT. Czechoslovak- 
Soviet and Slovak-Soviet brotherhood and alliance, which was writ- 
ten by the blood of our heroic armies and partisans, rooted itaeJf 
amongst Slovak people so much that only those wrongly informed 
about the conditions in Slovakia can maintain that the Slovak press, 
which should be a mirror of that brotherhood and alliance with till 
Soviet Union, is anti-Soviet." (Dr. Samuel Belug, Commissioner- of Pro 
paganda, In the National Assembly in Prague, November 2'1, 1B47) 

(Continued on back cover) 
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THE SIjOVAK UPRISING OF AUGUST 1944 



Printed in the U. & A. 
December 1954 



Much has been said and written about the "Slovak Up- 
rising" of August 1944, by the Benes Czechs (Socialists), 
the "Czechoslovaks" (Slovaks in the pay of Benes Czechs), 
and the Communists. Their versions of the uprising have 
been widely publicized and have been accepted as true, it 
seems, even by our State Department (Voice of America) 
and the Free Europe Committee (Radio Free Europe). Of 
course, patriotic Slovaks also have said and written much 
about the uprising which brought terror and confusion, 
death and destruction, and the German Army to their land. 
But their story of that massacre, mass murders, and mass 
graves, has not been given publicity and has not been 
accepted as true by our State Department and the Free 
Europe Committee. Why? It seems simply for political 
reasons. To me it is plainly clear that forces are at work to 
prevent Americans and the rest of the free world from get- 
ting the true version, all the available facts, about the 
Slovak uprising of August 1944. 

After the uprising in Slovakia got under way "officially" 
on August 29, 1944, Dr. Edward Benes, the Lettrich "Demo- 
crats," the Husak Communists, and Moscow — all in unison 
— proclaimed it a spontaneous action of the Slovak nation 
and labeled it as the "Slovak National Uprising," which, 
they said would be inscribed in the history of the Slovak 
people with golden letters. They told us then — and keep 
telling us even today — that the uprising was thoroughly 
planned, well-timed and perfectly executed. 

It is true that the Lettrich "Democrats" and the Benes 
Czechs have given various "modifications" of their original 
story about the uprising since February 25, 1948, when they 
suddenly became "democratic and anti-Communist," but they 
still have not given us the whole truth, all the facts as they 
know them. Since they have admitted that they organized 
the Slovak uprising of August 1944 with the Communists, 
they undoubtedly do know the facts, but for obvious rea.sons 
are not willing to reveal them even today. 

* 'National Fronters" in America 

As late as August 29, 1954, in a letter published in the 
NEW YORK TIMES, recalling the "Slovak Uprising" of 
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1944, the signatories — Josef Lettrich, Matej Josko and 
Juraj Slavik (Slovaks in the pay of Benes Czechs, regarded 
as traitors by all truly patriotic Slovaks), and Adolf Klimek 
and Peter Zenkl (Benes Czechs who promoted the pro-Soviet 
policy of Dr. Edward Benes and were members of his Com- 
munits-dominated National Front government) — tell us: 

1. The Slovak people did not want to be indepen- 
dent; independence was forced on them by Hitler. 

2. The Slovak people rose in armed revolt against 
the German Army and against the Slovak Govern- 
ment. 

3. More than 10,000 soldiers and 12,000 partisans 
participated in the uprising of 1944. 

4. The great majority of the fighters in this 
uprising and their leadership were of democratic, 
Western orientation, 

5. The Slovak fighters manifested by their action 
their "Czechoslovak" partiotism and "democratic" 
beliefs. 

6. Even French partisans fought on the side of 
the Slovak partisans. 

The letter proves beyond a shadow of doubt that the 
Benes Czechs and their Slovak stooges have not changed 
their program or amended their ways. They still insist on 
spreading the legend about the Slovak uprising which was 
fabricated in Moscow and propagated by the Communists 
under Karol Schmidke and the so-called * 'Democrats" (for- 
merly Agrarians) under Josef Lettrich after the uprising 
was under way. 

Ten years after the horrible massacre and betrayal of 
the Slovak people by the Husak Communists, the Lettrich 
"Democrats/ J and the Benes Czechs, the signers of the 
TIMES letter would still have Americans believe the lie that 
the Slovaks did not want to be free and independent, but 
preferred to be dominated and exploited by the Czechs and, 
therefore, the Slovak nation rose up spontaneously in armed 
revolt against its own State and against its own Government. 

How stupid do they think Americans are? 

Yes, how stupid must they think we are, since our own 
State Department, the U. S. Information Agency (Voice of 
America), and the Free Europe Committee (Radio Free 






Europe) still fall for their line and even help propagate the 
same lie? 

Lettrich and Josko must know the truth about the 
Slovak uprising, because they played an active role in it. The 
other three signatories did not participate actively and direct- 
ly, as far as I could ascertain. All of them, however, and 
others of the so-called "Council of Free Czechoslovakia" 
which operates out of Washington and New York, do claim 
credit for the Communist-inspired putsch of 1944 which they 
prefer to call — even as the Communists do — the "Slovak 
National Uprising/' Lettrich and Josko do not want to di- 
vulge the truth about the uprising, because they would rather 
not implicate themselves. But the irrefutable fact remains 
that they were deeply implicated in the Communist-inspired 
putsch which claimed the lives of some 70,000 Slovaks, re- 
sulted in mass murders and mass graves, and brought the 
German Army into Slovakia. 

Moscow Brigades in Slovakia 
Furthermore, it is a matter of record that up to February 
25, 1948, the Benes Czechs and the Lettrich "Democrats" 
("Czechoslovaks") celebrated the Slovak uprising annually 
in the same fashion as the Communists of Slovakia, glori- 
fying the Slovak partisans under Communist Schmidke and 
the Soviet partisans under Velicko of the USSR, the "great 
and glorious achievements" of the revolt, the wisdom and 
leadership of Stalin, and the heroic deeds of the USSR and 
the Red Army, which led to the "liberation" of the Slovak 
nation and the Czecho-Slovak Republic. Together with the 
Communists they claimed credit for the "Slovak National 
Uprising" — and even today claim credit for it, though not 
together with the Communists. 

And patriotic, democratic Slovaks everywhere did and 
still do give them full credit for all the terroristic acts, mass 
murders and mass graves, indescribable crimes and terror, 
misery and Red enslavement that ensued. They hold them 
fully responsible for it. 

When the Benes Czechs and the Lettrich "Democrats" 
persist in upholding the lie that the '^Slovak people rose 
in armed revolt against the German Army and against the 
Slovak Government," they are deliberately concealing the 
facts. They certainly must know that the German Army 



came into Slovakia only after the partisans had captured 
several army garrisons in central Slovakia and began ter- 
rorizing and murdering the population. And they certainly 
could not have forgotten the slogans used and the contents 
of the broadcasts made by the partisans at that time. If 
their memory is conveniently failing them, I might suggest 
that they refresh it by reading their own publications (CAS; 
NOVE CASY, 1944, London; PARTIZANI NA SLOVEN- 
SKU; NAD TATROU SA BLfSKA; SLOBODNEJ CESKO- 
SLOVENSKO; NARODNA OBRODA; etc.). 

I have it from reliable sources that no more than 35,000 
soldiers of the Slovak Army participated in the uprising ■ — ■ 
the majority of whom were forced to fight on the side of the 
partisans against their own State and against their own 
government by the partisans and Red commanders of the 
USSR. But the Benes Czechs and the Lettrich "Democrats'' 
— like the Communists — still tell us that the figure was 
70,000 so that the uprising might appear as "national" in 
character. 

Furthermore, they state that 12,000 partisans partici- 
pated in the Slovak uprising of 1944, in which "even French 
partisans fought on the side of the Slovak partisans," but 
conveniently omit to say that the Slovak partisans were led 
by the Communist Karol Schmidke, the Soviet partisans by 
Velicko of the USSR, while French partisans naturally were 
led by a French Communist. Indeed, it would not surprise 
me at all, if we eventually learned that other "international 
brigades" also participated in the 1944 putsch in Slovakia! 

I simply cannot believe that the Benes Czechs and the 
Lettrich "Democrats" have forgotten that various units of 
the rebel army were commanded by Soviet military men 
who were subordinate to the Soviet Chief of Staff in Kyjev, 
among whom were: Jegorov, Osmolov, Sukajev, Sadilenko, 
Volkov, Smirnov, Krajuskin, Popov, Kolesnikov, Arsenev, 
Surkov, Solosenko, Cernogorov, Vysocky, Krasiev-Stepanov, 
and Poliakov. 

What, then, is the purpose of the balderdash that "the 
great majority of the fighters in this uprising and their 
leadership were of democratic, Western orientation"? After 
being accorded political asylum in America, why should 
Benes Czechs and Lettrich "Democrats" still want to deceive 
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Americans in 1954? By their actions did they not then, and 
are they not now manifesting — like the "Slovak fighters" 
of the 1944 uprising — their "Czechoslovak" patriotism and 
"democratic" beliefs? Indeed, something that requires more 
looking into! 

Is it any wonder then that informed Americans, to- 
gether with our good Slovak friends behind the Iron Curtain 
and in exile, are rudely shocked and thoroughly indignant, 
because our State Department, the U. S. Information Agency 
(Voice of America), and the Free Europe Committee (Radio 
Free Europe) not only permit, but even help the Benes 
Czechs and the Lettrich "Democrats" deceive the American 
public and the rest of the free world? 

Lettrich and Josko could also tell us a bit about the 
background of the uprising of 1944, if they only wanted to 
— something of the events which preceded and the people 
who prepared the ground for the horrible massacre of the 
Slovaks in 1944, especially the agreements between the Lett- 
rich "Democrats" and the SchmidkenHusak Communists 
which were negotiated on December 25, 1943, and on June 26, 
1945, and called for the closest collaboration between the 
parties concerned and the USSR. They negotiated and signed 
those agreements! 

The situation prior to 1944 

Until about the end of 1942, there were no "illegal" 
groups in Slovakia, that is, active resistance groups. To the 
fall of Stalingrad, Slovak Communists used to meet socially 
with Slovak Czechs ("Czechoslovaks" — followers of Dr. 
Edward Benes's "one-nation" theory and his pro-Soviet 
policy) . This was not connected with any hazards. The Slovak 
Government was aware of this, but did nothing to prevent 
their social meetings. The Communist Party had been out- 
lawed in 1938 by the autonomous Slovak Government, but 
individual members were not persecuted or interned just 
because they were Communists. Some Communists and many 
Lettrich "Democrats" held government positions and other 
well-paying jobs. 

In 1943, two Moscow-trained Communists, Karol 
Schmidke, a Silesian half -German, and the Czech Karol Ba- 
cilek, were parachuted into Slovakia by the Soviets to or- 



ganize and direct illegal activities. But it was not until the 
end of that year that the Slovak Communists and left-wing 
Agrarians began to meet regularly to discuss organizing 
resistance groups and planning for the future. After Dr. 
Edward Benes, the "resigned- and-still-president" of Czecho- 
slovakia, concluded the so-called "Czechoslovak-Soviet 
Treaty" in Moscow, on December 12, 1943, the left-wing 
Slovak Agrarians (Lettrich's group) got together with the 
Slovak Communists (the Sehmidke-Husak group) to con- 
clude the "Christinas Agreement" of 1943, whereby they 
created a "common political leadership" under the name of 
the "Slovak National Council" and declared "eternal friend- 
ship" for each other. The Slovak National Council, they de- 
clared, is "the one and only representative of the political 
will of the Slovak nation" and the "body supreme" as far 
as the affairs of Slovakia were concerned. These Slovak 
Agrarians, later re-christened to Slovak "Democrats," united 
with the Slovak Communists to collaborate with Moscow in 
the destruction of the Slovak Republic and in the establish- 
ment of a "new" Czecho-Slovak democracy, a "people's 
democratic State." 

From available accounts, it is quite evident that there 
were differences of opinion among the Husak Communists 
and the Lettrich "Democrats" as far as the future of Slovakia 
was concerned. 

Slovak Communists did not care whether Slovakia be- 
came a Soviet Republic or remained within the framework 
of Czecho-Slovakia, as a unit of a federative system, as long 
as it was governed by them, 

Lettrich's "Democrats" — the "Czechoslovaks" — how- 
ever, did not have a clear-cut program; at times they knew 
not what they wanted or where they were really going. 
Some were for the relationship which existed prior to Munich, 
1938, while others preferred that which existed after Munich, 
but prior to March 14, 1939, when the Slovak parliament 
declared Slovakia independent. The latter were for the 
federative system, which T. G, Masaryk and Edward Benes 
proposed for Czecho-Slovakia to the Allies in 1918 but never 
inaugurated. 

Communists in Slovakia were aware of the fact that the 
overwhelming majority of the Slovak people resolutely 
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opposed the conception of a "one-nation" Czecho-Slovakia, 
which the Benes Czechs propagated. They used this know- 
ledge to gain supporters for their cause whenever an oppor- 
tunity presented itself. It so happened when they repudiated 
the proclamation of the "London Government" of Dr. Edward 
Benes of June 30, 1943, which declared that the future of 
Czecho-Slovakia would rest on the conception of a "one- 
nation" Czecho-Slovakia — a unified or united "Czechoslo- 
vak" nation. 

The Lettrich "Democrats" — the "Czechoslovaks" — 
on the other hand, accepted the conception of an ethnic 
"Czechoslovak" nation of the Benes Czechs, even though 
they could not agree among themselves just what the re- 
lationship between the Czechs and the Slovaks should be like 
in the "new" Czecho-Slovakia. After Dr. Mian Hodza, for- 
mer premier of Czecho-Slovakia, parted with Benes, many 
of them had lost faith in the president who resigned and then 
made himself president again. Nevertheless, they sided with 
Benes, because he was recognized both by the democratic 
powers and the USSR. 

Like the Communists, the Lettrich "Democrats" hated 
the Tiso regime, which was thoroughly Christian and as 
democratic as if possibly could be under the circumstances; 
like the Communists they were not interested in a truly 
democratic Slovak State, because they knew they could never 
becoming ruling figures in it by the free will of the Slovak 
people. So, the Lettrich "Democrats" decided to go along 
with the Communists, proclaiming the establishment of a 
"new" Czecho-Slovakia as one of their chief aims, based, of 
course, on the spirit and the letter of the Treaty of Decem- 
ber 12, 1943, which Benes had concluded with the Soviet 
Union and by which not only the Slovaks, but also the Czechs 
were formally sold out to the men of the Kremlin. 

The right of Benes to conclude such a treaty might be 
justly questioned, since the nations of Czecho-Slovakia had 
not authorized him to act in their behalf after his resigna- 
tion as president in 1938, but that would be of little con- 
sequence today. 

The overwhelming majority of the Slovak people, with 
its political and religious leadership — the followers of 
Andrew Hlinka and Martin Razus — was definitely for a 
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Christian, democratic, independent Slovak State, a Slovakia 
free of all foreign domination and rid of all Communists. It 
still is for such a State today. 

The Red Front Approaches Slovakia 

After concluding the "Christmas Agreement" of 1943, 
the Lettrich "Democrats" and the Husak Communists, began 
to discuss the matter of an armed .putsch or revolt. In April, 
1944, Dr. Vavro Srobar, one of the oldest and most intimate 
friends of Dr. Edward Benes in Slovakia, asked Benes what 
the Slovaks should do in the event that Hungary would quit 
the war and join the Allies, and/or in the event that Germany 
should occupy Slovakia. Benes strongly advised an open 
revolt in his reply, because this, he said, would enable a speedy 
occupation of Slovakia by the Soviet Army. 

Dr. Joseph Tiso, President of Slovakia, and the Slovak 
Government, including Slovak military leaders, had other 
plans. They did not want Slovakia to become an open battle- 
ground; they tried to spare their people from the horrors 
of war. To avoid unnecessary bloodshed and occupation by 
the German and Soviet armies, they thought it best if the 
Slovak Army would take over the Government of Slovakia 
at the opportune moment. The "opportune moment" — it 
was understood — meant the fall of Cracow on the North, 
or the fall of Miskovec in the South. When that happened, 
the Slovak Army was to occupy the borders of Slovakia; 
then the Slovak Government would step out in favor of 
the Army which, with the help of political parties, would 
form a new government, temporarily, which, in turn, would 
tie up with the United Nations, especially the West. 

Since the Slovak Government at that time had no con- 
tact with the West, thanks to Dr. Benes's refusal to deal 
with it, it tried to inform the West about its plan through 
the USSR, even though it did so with great misgivings. 
General Augustine Malar personally contacted the Soviet 
Military Staff in the Ukraine, revealed the plan at least part- 
ly, and requested, in the name of the Slovak Government, 
that the Soviets and the Western Allies agree to this plan 
of action and also recognize the political independence of 
Slovakia. Malar, respecting the advice of the Slovak Govern- 
ment, wisely omitted to say anything about Slovakia's in- 
tention of joining the West, 
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In reply, the Soviets said that they had not planned on 
penetrating through Slovakia; they were willing to recognize 
the political independence of Slovakia, as they already had 
in 1939, but steadfastly refused to agree on the point that 
military operations in Slovakia should be undertaken by the 
Slovak Army alone. It was quite obvious already then that 
the USSR wanted to occupy Slovakia for political reasons. 
The story of General Malar* s contact with the Soviet Mili- 
tary on December 17, 1943, was told during the trial of Dr. 
Joseph Tiso and members of the Slovak Government (1946- 
1947) before the National Court in Bratislava. 

About the end of June the Slovak National Council de- 
cided to send a delegation to Moscow to inform Stalin of its 
plans and to petition the Soviets to include Slovakia in their 
plan of operations. Karol Schmidke and General Nicholas 
Ferjencik were selected to make the trip. Because of "tech- 
nical" reasons, they did not undertake the trip until August 
4, 1944. Ferjencik, now enjoying political asylum in America, 
could easily give us the details of that meeting, if he desired 

to do so. 

The partisans engaged in terroristic acts rather regular- 
ly at the end of July and the beginning of August, 1944. 
When they seized the command of several garrisons in 
central Slovakia and murdered many persons in that section 
of the country, General Malar, to save the situation, appealed 
to the Army in a radio broadcast not to be taken in by par- 
tisan rumors, not to join the partisans, because "our time 
has not yet arrived . . . When it does come, then we shall 
all pull at the same end of the rope." 

The terroristic acts of the partisans alarmed even Lt. 
Col. Golian, to whom Benes had entrusted the military prepa- 
rations and operations of the "resistance" in Slovakia. Golian 
demanded that the partisans subordinate their activity to 
his command, the "authorized" military command of the 
"illegal" forces. Velicko, commander of the Soviet partisans, 
informed Golian that he would do so, but continued on his 
own any way. Angered and frustrated, Golian sent Lt. Col 
Manica, August 20, 1944, with a request that Velicko order 
the partisans to cease their activities, otherwise the Ger- 
mans would surely intervene. Velicko, however, disregarded 
the request and his partisans continued to spread terror and 
violence in central and eastern Slovakia. 
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The terroristic acts of the partisans created a very dif- 
ficult situation for President Tiso and the Slovak Govern- 
ment. They did what they could to keep the German Army 
from occupying Slovakia. They explained that the disturb- 
ances were not widespread or "national," but local, and that 
the Slovak Army was capable of handling them and restoring 
order. The Germans, however, were reluctant to believe the 
Slovaks, especially after the murder of General Otto and his 
military mission at Banska Bystrica, August 27, 1944. 
Hitler's Wehrmacht began to occupy Slovakia, and the Slo- 
vaks really were in for the worst. The uprising, in which the 
Lettrich "Democrats" and the Communists collaborated ful- 
ly to the joy of Moscow, was responsible for the Germans 
occupying Slovakia in 1944. 

Why August 29, 1944? 

Benes Czechs, Lettrich "Democrats" and Schmidke 
Communists had told us — and are still telling us — that 
the Slovak uprising began on August 29, 1944. Why was that 
particular date selected, when they knew — as we know now, 
because even they themselves admitted it — that the par- 
tisans committed terroristic acts before that date? They 
selected that date as the "official" date so that they could 
tell the world that President Tiso and the Slovak Government 
called or invited the German Army to Slovakia and thus 
cover up the fact that the disturbances created by the par- 
tisans were really responsible for the occupation of Slovakia 
by the Germans. 

Lettrich, Husak, Novomesky and other "leaders" of the 
uprising were not even in BansM Bystrica on August 39, 
1944. The Slovak National Council did not issue its declara- 
tion of the revolt until September 1, 1944. 

When German military units began moving into Slo- 
vakia as a result of partisan terroristic activities, the leaders 
of the uprising resorted to lies to gain the support of the 
Slovak Army and the Slovak people. They said: the Germans 
were coming to occupy the whole of 'Slovakia; that President 
Tiso was murdered; that members of the Slovak Government 
were seized and taken to Germany, etc. The ruse, however, 
even though at first it deceived many in Slovakia and 
abroad, failed to attain its objective. 
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What happened in Slovakia prior to August %9, 1944? 

Partisans committed terroristic acts in eastern and cen- 
tral Slovakia for at least three or four weeks before that 
date. The situation grew so tense that the Slovak Govern- 
ment contemplated declaring Martial Law on August 1, 1944, 
but did not resort to it till later. On several occasions the 
Germans warned Tiso and the Slovak Government that if 
they could not cope with the situation and keep order in 
Slovakia, the German Army definitely would move in to 
make order. Tiso and the Slovak Government did what they 
could under the circumstances to restore order and, thereby, 
keep the Germans out of Slovakia. They knew that their 
plans for joining with western forces of the United Nations 
could not be realized if the Germans occupied Slovakia. The 
partisans, however, taking orders from Moscow and London, 
were not interested in preserving order; they were only in- 
terested in preparing the ground for the Red Army. After 
the latter occupied Slovakia, they figured they would take 
over all power in Slovakia. And they did. 

After the German front collapsed in Rumania, German 
diplomatic personnel — some thirty persons, including wo- 
men and children — were hurriedly evacuated. Communist 
agents already were quite active in Slovakia, creating chaos 
and confusion and provoking incidents with Germany. The 
train carrying German diplomats from Bucharest was halted 
on the evening of August 26, 1944, at Turciansky Svaty 
Martin, Slovakia, by partisans. The passengers were told 
rather politely that it would be impossible for them to go 
farther because of engine trouble. Quarters were arranged 
for them in the local barracks. The next morning the entire 
group was ordered into the barracks square by one Major 
Kuchta, lined up and mowed down with machine guns. It was 
thus that the military mission of General Otto perished. 

Two days later German troops came in force into Slo- 
vakia "to restore order." The partisans, of course, told the 
Slovaks that the German occupation was entirely unpro- 
voked and that they now had to fight for their freedom, Tiso 
was murdered, etc., as mentioned above. 

Before that time, however, on August 20, 1944, Velicko 
and his partisans were busy in Turiec requisitioning autos 
robbing stores and farmers. During the night of August 24 
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a group of German field gendarmes were taken by surprise 
and shot while they slept in the Hotel Slavia in Vrutky. 
Tnriec and vicinity were also terrorized and victimized by a 
group led by the sadistic Lutheran preacher Vojtech Hruska- 
Terenyi, the Communist from Hungary who already back 
in 1919, as a young preacher, had participated in the Red 
revolt of Bela Kun (Cohen). 

Francis Slamen, member of the Slovak Assembly and 
chairman of the Slovak Christian Labor Union, was among 
several persons murdered in Brezno Nad Hronom, August 
27, 1944. 

On August 28, 1944, partisan officers shot Col, Zverin 
and Col. Kanak of the Slovak Army in Banska Bystrica. In 
Liptovsky Svaty Mikulas they arrested Col. Krucik, of the 
garrison there, and Lt. Frecer; later they murdered them. 

Let's fight to the last drop of your blood! 

On September 1, 1944, the Slovak National Council, 
headed by "Democrat" Lettrich and Communist Schmidke, 
met in Banska Bystrica and immediately made August 29, 
1944, the "official" date of the start of the Slovak uprising. 
Futhermore, they issued a declaration which stated that the 
Council was the body supreme in Slovakia, the only repre- 
sentative and authorized body in Slovakia which had the right 
to speak in the name of the Slovak nation. The Slovak 
National Council was composed of Lettrich "Democrats" 
and Schmidke-Husak Communists (50-50) ; Dr. Joseph 
Lettrich was chairman and Karol Schmidke co-chairman 
of the Council. 

On September 5, 1944, during its first "solemn" session, 
the so-called Slovak National Council sent two telegrams: 
one to Stalin, the other to Benes. The Stalin telegram read 
as follows (translated from the Slovak) : 

Josip Vis-artonovic Stalin 
Marshal of the USSR 
Moscow, Kremlin 

The Slovak National Council sends You and the nations of 
the Soviet Union from its solemn session its most cordial 
greetings and thanks You for the understanding which You 
have manifested for our fight of liberation, waged against the 
common enemy. Glory to the victorious Red Army! 

Banska Bystrica, September 5, 1944 

The Slovak National Council 
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It is significant that the Council made up of Communists 
and the Lettrich "Democrats" sent no greeting at that time 
either to the President of the United States or the King of 
England, who apparently did not rate. 

The Slovak National Council called in all reservists and 
ordered full mobilization. The response was poor; not many 
Slovaks answered the call voluntarily. The Council had to 
rest satisfied with those it could force to bear arms against 
their country in the area held by the partisans, a few districts 
in central and eastern Slovakia. A part of the Trnava garri- 
son, led by John Benko, defected and joined the partisans; 
General Malar' s divisions, however, refused to join. 

The German forces, led by Gen. Berger and Gen, Hoffle, 
soon encircled the partisan putschists. The heaviest fighting 
took place near Telgart, Cremosne, Dubrava and Kremnicka, 
during which some 4,000 were killed. The partisans, who 
had taken to the hills and mountains of Slovakia before the 
Germans moved in, soon realized that their situation was 
quite hopeless. They lacked men and material to cope with 
the situation they had created. And promised help from the 
USSR and from Benes in London did not materialize to any 
noticeable extent. Sporadic skirmishes continued for about 
two months; by the end of October the Communist-inspired 
"national" uprising in Slovakia was completely liquidated. 
Of course, the press of the USSR and the "Czechoslovak 
Press Bureau (CTK) of Dr. Benes in London supplied the 
world press, including our own OWI, with sensational fabri- 
cations; reports which told of the glorious and valiant stand 
of the Slovak nation which fought to renew the Czecho- 
slovak Republic — a "new" Republic, a Czechoslovakia 
which would be a * 'people's" democracy — and shed its blood 
so that Benes might be president again; reports which told 
the world that the partisans had one third, then one-half 
and, later, almost the whole of Slovakia under their control 
after a week or two of "furious" fighting. Balderdash! The 
partisans fought in the fashion of partisans; there were 
practically no open, regular battles, but only sporadic skir- 
mishes and attacks. 

When the "heroic" commanders of the partisan units 
saw that the situation was hopeless, they flew out of Slova- 
kia into the USSR in planes that were ready just for such an 
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eventuality, Talsky, a Czech and commander of the ' 'eastern 
front" who was supposed to join with the Red Army at the 
opportune moment, flew to the USSR, leaving his "army" 
behind; there he was promptly arrested as a deserter. 
Generals Golian and Viest, officers who defected from the 
Slovak Army and joined the partisans, were ready to leave 
the scene of the "glorious" revolt, when their own soldiers 
blew up their plane with grenades. Viest and Golian hid 
themselves in a certain village, but were betrayed by their 
own men when the Germans sought them. Captured, they 
were taken to Germany and later shot. 

The character of the Slovak uprising 

The Slovak National Council was busy issuing decrees 
to terrorize the vast masses of the Slovak population. It 
decreed the dissolution of the HLinka Slovak People's Party, 
the German Party, and the Magyar Christian Social Party; 
ecclesiastical properties and institutions were nationalized 
and confiscated; a concentration camp was established at 
Slovenska Lupca, where over 700 victims were held to await 
partisan "justice." Partisan "people's" courts were quickly 
set up at Sklabina, Kunerad and elsewhere. Thousands of 
Slovaks were arbitrarily convicted and jailed; hundreds were 
liquidated without a hearing. 

The 1944 uprising in Slovakia had all the earmarks of 
a bolshevik rebellion: partisans wore red kerchiefs round 
their necks, Lenin goatees, and a rosary of grenades around 
their belts. They robbed and raped, plundered and murdered 
wherever they went. They forced priests to act friendly to- 
wards them, bless their weapons and even read the Holy 
Mass for the success of their diabolical venture. If a priest 
hesitated or refused to follow their orders, he was beaten, 
threatened with shooting or actually shot, 

Joseph and Andrew Kocalko from Sucany, father and 

son respectively, were beaten to death beyond recognition 
by Hruska-Terenyi and his men. The father had spent quite 
a number of years in America. The Communist Lutheran 
preacher, Vojtech Hruska-Terenyi, and Jersov, a Russian 
professor, killed 147 Slovaks and buried them in a mass grave 
at Sklabina. Hruska-Terenyi was judge, jury and executioner. 
Those whom he sentenced to death had to strip down to 
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their underclothes and march to the foot of the forest in 
Sklabina. There each victim was given a spade to dig his own 
grave. Some of the victims cracked under the ordeal and 
were shot forthwith; the rest kept digging slowly until 
Jersov blew his whistle and machine guns mowed them down 
into their shallow graves. The bodies of the hopeless victims 
were covered with twigs and a little dirt. The mass grave at 
Sklabina was uncovered in November 1944. Many of the 
victims had a bullet hole back of the neck. 

Among the priests who were murdered there were: 
Rev. Anthony Salat, member of the Slovak Parliament and 
pastor of the Catholic congregation at Hajniky; Rev. Martin- 
ka of Liptovsky Svaty Michal; Rev. John Nemec of Zavadka; 
Rev. Sedo of Liptovsky Svaty Jan. In Povazska Bystrica, a 
theologian named Milan was also murdered. 

I might note here for the record that the Communists 
and Lettrich "Democrats" joyously celebrated the "silver 
anniversary" of the invasion of Slovakia by the bolshevik 
hordes of Bela Kun from Hungary during the uprising of 
1944 — the first time any one in Slovakia made a hero of 
th« Magyar Communist revolutionary who murdered Slo- 
vaks, pillaged their lands and destroyed their homes! Need 
any more be said about the character of the Slovak uprising 
of 1944? 

I might add, too, that the same Slovak National Council 
of Lettrich "Democrats" and Schmidke-Husak Communists 
was making extensive preparations to celebrate "Czechoslo- 
vak Independence Day" on October 28, 1944, as it never 
had been celebrated before, but the events that followed the 
terroristic acts of the partisans forestalled the celebration. 

Mass Murders and Mass Graves 

We have heard of mass murders and mass graves in 
Poland (Katyn Forest), the Ukraine (Vinnitsia), and else- 
where, but little or nothing about those in Slovakia, In 
Slovakia mass graves have been uncovered in Mi Sins ka Do- 
lina, Sklene, Podsucha, Pusty Hrad, in the Prievidza Valley, 
Lucivna, Sklabina, Kunerad, L'ubietova; also in the vicinity 
of Kovacova, Ruzomberok, Zvolen, Humenne, Bosany, and 
Tri Vody. There is also a mass grave near Petrzalka, but this 
one came into being after the occupation of Bratislava by 
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the Red Army in the spring of 1945, The partisans were 
responsible for most of the murders and mass graves. 

During the trial of President Tiso in 1947, the prosecu- 
tion stated that some 4,316 persons were buried in mass 
graves and blamed Tiso and the Slovak Government for 
them for obvious reasons. There is, of course, no way of 
ascertaining whether that figure is accurate or not. A tho- 
rough investigation would probably at least double it. 

Why the Putsch Failed 

When Generals Golian and Viest were apprehended by 
the Germans, after their own soldiers had betrayed their 
hiding place, they declared that the "uprising" had failed, 
because: 1. low morale prevailed in the army; soldiers had 
no desire to fight for a "new" Czech o -Slovakia or the USSR; 
and they did not want to destroy their own State and their 
own Government; 2. partisan provocateurs and saboteurs 
had absolutely no respect or regard for the feelings of the 
Slovak people; they were beyond the law, brutal and reck- 
less; 3, the Germans sent captured soldiers home, after dis- 
arming and a hearing them; 4. the partisan army lacked 
capable leadership; 5. communications were bad; 6. the 
Slovak population was hostile to the partisans and their 
cause; 7. little help came from the USSR and the West 
(Benes) ; 8. the Red Army was not ready to march into 
Slovakia ; 9. the partisans did not have sufficient food, muni- 
tion, guns and planes; 10. thousands of men deserted. 

Conclusions 

Prom the above it is evident that the Slovak uprising of 
August, 1944, was not national in character; it did not have 
the backing of the vast masses of the Slovak population. It 
was Communist-inspired and led; it was engineered by the 
Reds in Moscow and London, with the participation of Benes, 
without regard to the interests of the Slovak people. The 
partisans, no matter what their origin, were guilty of the 
most horrible crimes. The Communist-inspired putsch of 
1944 brought terror and chaos, destruction and death, misery 
and Red enslavement to Slovakia. In reality, the Slovak up- 
rising of 1944 was a "Warsaw" in miniature. Only the Com- 
munists and Moscow profited from it. Slovak Communists, 
Lettrich " Democrats" and Benes Czechs profited from it, 
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but only temporarily. Together they celebrated the "great 
and lasting achievements" of that massacre, glorifying 
Stalin, the USSR, the Red Army and Benes, until February 
25, 1948. And they still celebrate it today; of course, not 
with the Communists, nor in the same fashion as they did 
prior to 1948. Those that were lucky enough to escape the 
hell they helped to create in Slovakia, that is. 

What fools they be, and what fools are we, if we con- 
tinue to believe their version of the horrible massacre of the 
Slovak people in 1944, if we continue to trust them. The blood 
of thousands and thousands of innocent victims in mass 
graves of Slovakia cries to heaven for vengeance against 
them. 

Patriotic Slovaks everywhere do commemorate the Com- 
munist-inspired Slovak uprising of 1944, but not in the man- 
ner of the Benes Czechs, Lettrich "Democrats" and the Com- 
munists. Recalling the uprising as one of the darkest chapters 
in their history, which brought death and destruction and 
Red enslavement to their country, good Slovaks bow their 
heads reverently in prayer for the victims of that massacre 
and ask the almighty and just God to speed the day of judg- 
ment for all who were responsible for it and, too, that in 
His mercy He might also speed the day of liberation of their 
nation from the Godless, ruthless rule of Moscow and from 
all foreign domination. 

I firmly believe that it is in the highest interests of 
America and the rest of the free world that they lend a 
willing ear to the story patriotic Slovaks have to tell not 
only about the uprising of 1944, but also about the political 
mess that was Czecho-Slovakia, prior to Munich and after 
the "liberation" in 1945. 

I cannot and will not believe that our State Department, 
the XL S. Information Agency (Voice of America), other 
U, S. government agencies, and the Free Europe Committee 
(Radio Free Europe) are working in the interests of America 
and the rest of the free world, when they serve and promote 
the interests of the Benes Czechs and the Lettrioh "Demo- 
crats" who collaborated with the Communists and the USSR 
as members of the National Front government of file Benes- 
Gottwald coalition. 

Benes Czechs and Lettrich "Democrats" — now mem- 
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bers of the so-called "Council of Free Czechoslovakia" 
operating out of Washington and New York — are gradually 
coming to the point of openly admitting that collaboration 
with Communists does not pay, that the history of Czecho- 
slovakia is clear proof of what attempted co -existence with 
Communists leads to. But they still are loath to admit that 
they did collaborate with Communists and the USSR, that 
they did promote the pro-Soviet policy of Dr. Edward Benes 
and, hence, are in a large measure responsible for the present 
terrible plight of the peoples of Czechoslovakia. And they 
stiU insist on spreading the legend about the Slovak up- 
rising which was fabricated by Moscow and the Lettrich- 
Schmidke Slovak National Council. 

How, then, can we believe that they have really broken 
completely with the past? 

• • • 

Collaboration and Coexistence: 



THE LETTRICH "DEMOCRATS" AND COMMUNISTS 

The Slovak Democratic Party did not exist in pre-war 
Slovakia, whereas the Slovak Communist Party did. The 
Democratic Party came into existence when the left-wing 
Agrarians decided to salvage their wealth and their political 
prestige at the expense of their own nation. They were well 
aware of the fact that they represented a negligible amount 
of the Slovak electorate in Slovakia and, hence, could never 
be elected as representatives of the political will of the Slovak 
nation in any free elections. The Communists in pre-war 
Slovakia were just about in the same fix; they did not have 
the backing of even 10% of the electorate. But the Commu- 
nists were in a more favorable position at the end of 1943, 
because it was quite evident at that time that the USSR 
would have a lot to say about the order that was to prevail 
in Czecho-Slovakia after the war. Dr. Edward Benes, the 
"resigned-and-still president" of Czecho-Slovakia, had con- 
cluded the "Czechoslovak-Soviet Treaty" on December 12, 
1943, which formally sold out that hapless country to the 
USSR. The Lettrich "Democrats" were fully aware of the 
situation at that time. 

The Lettrich "Democrats" could become a power in 
post-war Slovakia only with the help of the Communists, so 
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they joined up with them to destroy the Republic of Slovakia 
and establish a "new" Czecho-Slovakia — a "people's" demo- 
cracy _ subordinated to the USSR, They concluded several 
agreements with the Communists which are referred to 
writers from time to time. We produce them in toto here. 

The 1943 "Christmas" Agreement 

"The ideological tendencies in Slovakia — which even 
after October 6, 1938, continued on the principles of anti- 
Fascist democracy and to the present day have actively 
opposed the political, economic and cultural violation of the 
Slovak people and which today represent the actual think- 
ing of all groups of the Slovak people — have decided to 
create a common political leadership which shall be the 
SLOVAK NATIONAL COUNCIL, the sole representative 
of the political will of the Slovak nation at home. 

"I. The Role and the Aims of the Slovak National Coun- 
cil are: 

"1. Unitedly and centrally to wage the fight of the 
Slovak nation for the removal of the Nazi-German dictator- 
ship, which is being enforced even by native usurpers of 
political power. 

"2. At the first opportune moment to seize all political, 
legislative, military, or administrative executive power in 
Slovakia and administer it according to the will of the people 
until such time as freely elected representatives of the people 
shall be able to take over all power. 

"3, As soon as possible after the seizure of power, the 
Slovak National Council shall see to it that the Slovak people 
of its own will shall freely designate its own representatives 
to whom the Slovak National Council shall surrender all 

power. 

"4, In its activity the Slovak National Council shall 
proceed in understanding with the Czecho-Slovak Govern- 
ment and the entire resistance movement abroad, whose work 
in the international and military fields it recognizes and 
supports. 

"II. The associated tendencies and groups of the Council 
have agreed on these principles: 

"1. It is our desire that the Slovak nation and the Czech 
nation, as the most related Slovanic nations, work out their 
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future destiny in the Czechoslovak Republic, that is, in 
a joint State of the Slovaks and Czechs, and on a basis of 
equality. 

"2. We desire close collaboration with all Slovanic 
States and nations, especially with the Soviet Union in 

which we see the guarantee of a free life and general growth 
of small nations generally and of the Slovanic nations in par- 
ticular. 

"3. The future Czecho-Slovak Republic shall conduct 
its foreign policy in the spirit of these principles and, there- 
fore in the field of foreign policy and in the military field 
shall rely on the USSR. 

"4. The internal order of the future Czecho-Slovak 
Republic shall be democratic, but all Fascist, racial, totali- 
tarian tendencies, and all such as shall be in conflict with 
these principles, shall be eradicated. In this spirit the internal 
political government shall be firmly conducted, but, never- 
theless, in a democratic manner. It is necessary to avoid the 
mistakes and errors of the past. 

"5. The concept of democracy must be carried over 
and intensified also in the economic and social fields, so that 
the distribution of the national income among all the in- 
habitants be as equal as possible and the life of every citizen 
be humanly dignified. 

"6. Culture, education and training must be conducted 
by these principles. Freedom of religious beliefs shall be 
preserved, but the influence of the churches on the tendency 
and the management of the State shall be excluded. 

"7. About the definite adjustment of these questions 

— and especially about the legal, constitutional adjustment 
of the relationship of the Slovak nation to the Czech nation 

— shall be decided, on the Slovak side, exclusively by freely 
(designated) representatives of the Slovak nation. 

"Bratislava, Christmas, 1943." 

The Agreement of June 26, 1945 

"1. Neither party of the National Front has any other 
aims than a united, indivisible, democratic Czecho-Slovak 
Republic, built on the legally equal union of the Slovak and 
Czech nations and, in its foreign, Slovak and economic poli- 
cies, depending on the Soviet Union, keeping brotherly con- 
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tacts with all Slovanic States and nations, preserving the 
traditional friendly contacts with the western allies. 

"2. Both parties of the National Front — the Demo- 
cratic Party and the Communist Party in Slovakia — are 

aware of the fact that to successfully perform the tasks of 
one class or of one political party is not sufficient, but that 
harmonious cooperation of all working groups of the nation 
is necessary, and that of both our political parties which re- 
present the will of the nation. 

"3. It is our unalterable will to preserve and conso- 
lidate the National Front, which is built first of all on the 
collaboration of the I>emocratic Party with the Communist 
Party of Slovakia, so that it could f ulf ill its great task of con- 
solidation and reconstruction. 

"In the spirit of fraternal friendship of the Czech and 
Slovak nations, we want to keep up the most friendly coope- 
ration of the Communist Party of Slovakia and the Demo- 
cratic Party, federated in the Slovak National Front, with 
the political parties in the Czech lands, especially with the 
bloc of working people of the cities and their vicinities which 
forms the core of political representation of the Czech nation. 

"4, Just as we fought together during the national 
rebellion against the German invaders and their Magyar 
helpers, so together we want to cleanse Slovakia of Nazi 
Germans, Fascist Magyars, to achieve the exchange of the 
remaining Magyar population for the Slovaks in Hungary 
and abroad and thus contribute to the fulfillment of the 
governmental program to build the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
as a State of the Czechs and the Slovaks. 

"5. By mutual collaboration we want to continue in- 
exorably and uncompromisingly to expose and disarm all 
Fascist, collaborationist and exploitationary elements. 

"6. Just as we value highly respectable, conscientious 
and qualified citizens, even if they are not adherents of 
political parties, we shall just as certainly disarm character- 
less conjuncturalists, chameleons, opportunists, as well as 
the prejudiced, even if they should cloak themselves with 
adherence to some of our parties. 

"7, Between the Communist Party of Slovakia and 
the Democratic Party there is complete agreement on the 
matter that local and district National Committees, just Mke 
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economic, industrial, social, health, cultural and other insti- 
tutions of a national character, shall not become the object 
of one of our political parties, but shall be so composed that 
they adequately represent all democratic and working groups 
of our citizenry. 

"8. The Democratic Party and the Communist Party 
of Slovakia are completely united in respecting and defending 
the right of religious confession, but also in the matter that 
Slovak citizens of whatever faith are equal citizens of our 
State. On the other hand, they expect that the churches 
shall not afford asylum to Fascist culprits and shall not be- 
come tools of any sort of political agitation. 

u 9. The Democratic Party, just like the Communist 
Party of Slovakia, is striving for extensive social reforms 
to raise the living and cultural standard of the working 
people and, on the other hand, the Communist Party of 
Slovakia, just like the Democratic Party, resolutely respects 
private property of peasants, tradesmen, businessmen, small 
and medium entrepreneurs and officials. 

"10. Since there is agreement on all vital questions 
between the Democratic Party and the Communist Party of 
Slovakia, both parties shall strive for the end that, in the 
spirit of the collaboration of the underground and the up- 
rising, the methods of honorable, open, sincere and loyal 
collaboration, become domesticated in all organizations and 
groups of the party* 

(( June 26, 1945. 

"For the Communist Party of Slovakia: Karol Schmidke, 
Dr. Gustav Husak, Laco Novomesky, Dr. E. Frisch, Karol 
Bacilek, 

"For the Democratic Party: Dr. Jozef Lettrich, Dr. 
Fedor Hodza, Dr. Matej Josko, Dr. Jozef Kysely, Milan 

Polak," 

It is obvious that the Lettrich "Democrats" collaborated 
with Communists and the USSR deliberately and willingly 
against the national interests of their own people. They 
wanted to coexist and co -govern with the Reds, but forgot 
that the Reds had other plans, their own plans, based on 
the Moscow blueprint or master plan. After the Reds and 
Moscow used them to attain their ends in Czecho-Slovakia, 
the Lettrich "Democrats" were relegated to the political 
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rubbish heap. The Slovak people, whom they betrayed, want 
to keep them there. Why should our State Department, the 
U. S. Information Agency (Voice of America), the Free 
Europe Committee (Radio Free Europe) and other American 
institutions still try to salvage them? Why insist that such 
"political dupes" ( ?) represent the political will of the Slovak 
nation? They never did and never shall! 



HOW THE COMMUNISTS SEIZED POWER IN SLOVAKIA 

(STATEMENT BY PHILIP A, HROBAK, PRESIDENT OF THE SLO- 
VAK LEAGUE OF AMERICA AND EDITOR OF THE JEDNOTA, 
OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION, 
MADE BEFORE THE KERSTEN COMMITTEE ON COMMUNIST 
AGGRESSION, IN THE COUNTY COURT HOUSE, MILWAUKEE, 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 22, 1954) 

If there is a nation in the world today that really is 
anti-Communist , that nation is the Slovak nation. It is a 
matter of historical record that the Slovaks have fought 
the plague of materialistic Communism consistently and 
persistently, in and out of season, for over a hundred 
years. 

Louis Stur, champion of democracy and iSlovak free- 
dom, repudiated the godless, materialistic philosophy of 
Marx in 1849. In his book "SLOVANSTVO A SVET BU- 
DUCNOSTF' (Slavdom and the World of the Future), writ- 
ten in 1849 but published after his death in 1856, he wrote: 

"In every instance Communism means the col- 
lapse and the destruction of the State. Communism 
arrived at this aim through atheism and apostacy from 
Christianity. In every form of Communism, no matter 
what its origin, the outlook on life is gloomy, lacking 
every tender joy. It brings the most cruel slavery. 
Communism, let it strive and pretend in any manner 
whatsoever that it will make all peoples share in all 
rights, nevertheless, knows nothing about humanity; 
it degrades humanity and because it holds to systems 
that are impractical and unrealizable, it belongs among 
the most stupid innovations that have thus far been 
created by the human mind." 

In 1905, at its very first session, the newly organized 
Hlinka Slovak Peoples Party, did not hesitate to condemn 
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Communism. Fourteen years later, in 1919, when Czecho- 
slovakia was already established, General Milan R. Stefa- 
nik, Slovak hero of World War I and one of the founders 
of Czeeho -Slovakia cautioned T. G. Masaryk and Edward 
Benes not to flirt with Communism,, not to make any 
compromises with the Bolsheviks. Stefanik was in Russia 
during 1918-1919 and saw Communism at work first hand. 
In February, he sent a telegram to Masaryk in Prague 
which said: "To flirt with Bolshevist tendencies would be 
comparable to foresaking the path of honor and sanity. 
The fight against Bolshevism in ail its manifestations must 
prevail in our politics." 

Andrew HQinka, fearless champion of Slovak freedom 
and founder and head of the Slovak Peoples Party, fought 
Communism and Communists all his life. So did Martin 
Razus, head of the Slovak National Party and distin- 
guished poet. Finally, Dr. Joseph Tiso, president and mar- 
tyr of the Slovak Republic, exhorted his Slovak people 
to persevere in its fight against the dread plague of Com- 
munism even as he was being led to the gallows on April 
IS, 1947, by order of the Communist-dominated National 
Front government of the Benes -Go ttwaid coalition. 

Up to the creation of Czecho-Siovakia in 1918, mate^ 
rialistic Communism could not gain a foothold among the 
Slovaks. After the Bolshevik group headed by Bela Kun 
seized the government in Hungary, his Red horde^ invaded 
southern Slovakia, murdering thousands of innocent peo- 
ple and pillaging their lands. This only steeled the Slovaks 
in their determination to fight Communism and Com- 
munists. 

In the early years of the Czecho-Slovak Republic, the 
Prague Government sent some 200,000 "progressive and 
liberal-minded" Czechs to Slovakia to take over various 
government posts, educational positions and other tasks. 
Their main objective, however, was to make Czechs out 
of Slovaks. It was then that leftist tendencies began to 
take hold among some of the intelligentsia The Commun- 
ist Party, however, had pretty rough going among the 
Slovaks, who were traditionally deeply religious and op- 
posed to the godless philosophy of Marx. Up to Munich, 
1938, the Communist Party never represented more than 
10 per cent of the electorate in Slovakia. We must not 
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forget, however, that the Czechs in Slovakia represented 
about 15 per cent of the electorate. It was the Czech group 

that gave the greatest support to Communists in Slovakia. 

After Munich and the cowardly resignation of presi- 
dent Edward Benes, Slovakia was granted autonomy by 
the Prague Parliament. The government of the Slovak 
State was in Christian democratic hands. The Communist 
Party was outlawed in Slovakia in 1938 by the Slovak Gov- 
ernment. Of course, the Reds worked underground, keep- 
ing their contacts with Moscow and, later, with the Lon- 
don government of Dr. Edward Benes. 

When Benes concluded the so-called " Czechoslovak- 
Soviet" Treaty on December 12, 1943, the Slovaks knew 
definitely that not only they, but even the Czechs were 
formally sold out to the Kremlin. Benes had always been 
pro-Soviet and admitted it openly. So did his followers, 
the. Czech National ■Socialists (the Czech Nazis). The Slo- 
vaks opposed his policy consistently and resolutely even in 
the Prague Parliament, declaring that such a policy even- 
tually would bring ruin and Red enslavement to the peoples 
of Czecho-Siovakia. But the Slovaks were in a minority, so 
the policy of Benes and his followers, supported by other 
Czech leftist parties and the Slovak Agrarians, the so- 
called "Czechoslovaks" (Slovaks in the pay of the Czechs), 
prevailed. 

In 1943, Moscow parachuted Soviet partisan leaders 
into Slovakia to create incidents, to spread terror and con- 
fusion among the population of central Slovakia. Com- 
munists, led by Schmidke and Husak, and the Slovak Agra- 
rians, led by Dr. Joseph Lettrich, and assuming the name 
of Slovak "Democrats," got together on Christmas Day, 
1943, and concluded an agreement to collaborate as closely 
as possible in all things with the USSR in the spirit of the 
Benes-Soviet Treaty of December 12, 1943. 

And they did. 

They planned and executed the Communist-inspired 
Slovak uprising in August, 1944, which they misnomered 
the "Slovak National Uprising," in order to make the 
world believe that the whole Slovak nation revolted against 
its government to destroy its own Republic. The terroristic 
acts of the partisans brought the German Army into Slo- 
vakia, and terror and destruction, and mass murders and 
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mass graves, Some 70,000 Slovaks were killed. The Com- 
munist revolt of August, 1944, prepared the ground for the 
Communists to take over key posts in Slovakia in 1945 
and, later, in February 1948, the entire Government of 
Czechoslovakia. 

Benes was recognized by both the United Nations and 
the USSR. The Slovaks, completely abandoned, were help- 
less; their situation desperate. The victorious United Na- 
tions were not at all interested in the political will of the 
Slovak Nation. Benes and his Moscow- created government 
had all the say in 1945, they controlled the press and radio, 
Slovakia was wantonly destroyed. The Communist-dom- 
inated National Front government wasted no time in Slo- 
vakia. The Slovak National Council — a 50-50 coalition of 
Communists and Lettrich "Democrats" — nationalized 
churches, ecclesiastical schools and institutions, confis- 
cated properties, set up a concentration camp and "peo- 
ple's" courts to mete out "justice" to all who opposed the 
regime, that is Benes, the Communists and the USSR. A 
wave of ruthless, brutal persecution of all anti -Commun- 
ist element ensued, Over 130,000 were placed under ar- 
rest, tens of thousands were deported, disfranchised and 
dispossessed, and hundreds were murdered. 

In 1946 the vast masses of the Slovak people had little 
choice in the elections held in May. In 1945 only two poli- 
tical parties were allowed to organize in Slovakia by the 
Benes government: the old Communist Party and the old 
Agrarian Party; the latter, however, had to change its 
name to the "Democratic" Party, because the Agrarian 
Party had been outlawed in Czech lands. Two other parties 
were allowed to form just prior to the elections of 1946 
by the Communist-dominated Prague government which 
were supposed to weaken the "Democrats" and, therefore 
strengthen the position of the Communists. The ruse, how- 
ever, failed. The Slovaks could vote for the Lettrich "De- 
mocrats," or for the Communists who held the upper hand 
in Slovakia. The overwhelming majority of the Slovak 
people, which was Catholic (about 85 per cent), was not 
allowed to organize a political party. Being advised and 
instructed by their religious and political leaders, the Slovak 
Catholics voted for the Lettrich "Democrats" — after an 
agreement had been reached by the leaders of the Catholics 



and the "Democrats." Doing so, they reckoned, they chose the 
lesser of two evils. The Communists were beaten decisive- 
ly; they received only 30 per cent of the votes cast, while 
the "Democrats" poled 62 per cent. The difference would 
have been still greater if thousands of Slovaks had not 
been disfranchised, jailed and intimidated, and if the army, 
the partisans and imported Czech Reds had not been al- 
lowed to vote in Slovakia. In the Czech lands (Bohemia, 
Moravia and Silesia), where the Prague government had 
allowed four parties to exist, the Communists and Socialists 
came out on top (over 54 per cent). 

The Lettrich "Democrats" won the elections in Slova- 
kia in 1946, but the Communists continued to hold on to the 
key positions; of course, with the blessing of Moscow and 
the Communist-dominated National Front Government of 
Prague. The Slovaks proved themselves courageous and 
valiant in voting against the Communists, but it availed 
them nothing. The Lettrich "Democrats" lacked the cour- 
age and fight; their spineless leaders conveniently forgot 
the working agreement with the Catholics; and yielded 
to the Communists on practically every score. So the Com- 
munists ran Slovakia the way they wanted to, oppressing 
and suppressing all non-Communist elements ruthlessly. 
True it is that the "Democrats" protested weakly on oc- 
casions, but nothing more, even though they did have the 
backing of the overwhelming majority of the Slovak peo- 
ple. They were gradually awakening to what collaboration 
with the Communists means. They were partners in the 
National Front and the Slovak National Council; they had 
agreed to collaborate closely with the Reds. And the Reds 
had only one purpose : to make Slovakia and then the whole 
of Czecho-Slovakia subservient to them and to Moscow. If 
the "Democrats" balked or tried to back out, they could 
very easily be labeled "enemies" of the State and the Na- 
tional Front, according to the decrees and regulations 
which they had formulated with the Communists, and 
which they used against all so-called "Fascist and Nazi" 
elements, meaning, of course, anti- Communist elements 
in Slovakia, So they continued to collaborate and govern 
with the Communists, until the Reds threw them out. 

Dr. Edward Benes, president of the Ozecho-Slovak Re- 
public, 'resigned in 1938 and fled his country during its 
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worst crisis, congratulating his successor, who was elected 
in his place according to the Constitution of Czech o- Slo- 
vakia. Later he reappointed himself president again and, 
by the grace of Stalin, returned as such with his Moscow- 
formed government behind the Red Army. This, I be- 
lieve, is without precedent in history. Benes became presi- 
dent again, but only at a price, a very high price — the 
sell-out of the Slovaks and the Czechs to the men of the 
Kremlin. Stalin did no favors for nothing. The Slovaks and 
the Czechs at home had no voice in the matter. 

As a result of Benes's pro-Soviet policy, nothing else 
could have happened in Czecho-Slovakia except what did 
happen on February 25, 1948. Such and only such can be 
the conclusion of all thoroughly informed observers. Mos- 
cow and her stooges had a "sure thing" in Czecho-Slovakia; 
they simply could not miss Benes and his Czech Socialists, 
supported by their stooges in Slovakia, the "Czechoslovaks" 
or Lettrich "Democrats" — the traitors of the Slovak na- 
tion — had prepared the way and, hence, are responsible 
for the sell-out of the Czech and Slovak nations to the 
ruthless men of the Kremlin. 

Benes and his political entourage firmly believed that 
collaboration between the USSR and Czecho-Slovakia was 
not only feasible, but highly desirable; that peaceful co- 
existence with the Reds was possible without the loss of 
freedoms and rights. And they promoted that policy to the 
bitter end. 

Czecho-Slovakia ended up just as did the other coun- 
tries whose political leaders thought they could collabo- 
rate with Communists and the USSR, form coalition gov- 
ernments with them, and still preserve their independence, 
freedoms and rights. Moscow and its stooges deeply appre- 
ciated all such collaborations and rewarded all collabora- 
tors in the customary Red fashion — it liquidated them, 
proving again that Communism devours its own children. 
Many Slovak Communists and Lettrich "Democrats" have 
already paid for their folly and the ruinous pro-Soviet 
policy of Dr. Edward Benes with their lives. Many more 
languish in prisons, concentration camps and forced labor 
camps — the very same institutions they helped the Com- 
munists to establish. 
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The Communists were able to seize Slovakia not be- 
cause they had the support of the vast masses of the 
Slovak people, but despite the fact that the overwhelming 
majority of the Slovak nation opposed them. And, in fact, 
still opposes them today. The victorious United Nations 
did not respect the will of the Slovak nation, in fact, were 
not even interested in ascertaining the will of the Slovaks. 
They did, however, respect the will of Benes and his Czech 
Socialists, who, in the end, brought ruin and Red enslave- 
ment even on their own Czech nation. Slovakia was, there- 
fore, sold out to the Reds by Benes and the victorious 
United Nations whose favor and confidence he enjoyed. 
Slovakia is ruled by force and violence — the Communist 
system. 

The lesson of Slovakia, and then that of Czecho-Slo- 
vakia should be repeated over and over again so that it 
might be learned thoroughly. Peaceful coexistence with the 
USSR, the Communist world, is strictly a myth. To give it 
credence would be folly. Collaboration with Communists 
and the USSR means, in the end, a brutal suppression of 
all freedoms and rights and Red enslavement. 



31 






HOW THE LETTRICH 'DEMOCRATS" FOUGHT 
COMMUNISM 

"Czechoslovakia and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Kepuibilics have united in the midst of fire and blood — this 
alliance therefore is for eternity, as love and friendsthS/p 
proven in affliction. . , , We are aware of the fact tihat the 
USSR could still exist without us, but our free State cer- 
tainly could not exist without the USSR. . . . Dong live the 
victorious Soviet Army! Long live its Supreme Commander, 
Generalissimo Stalin! Long live the liberator of Bratislava, 
Marshal Malinovsky!" — (Dr. Joseph Lettrich, Vice-Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of the "Council of Free 
Czechoslovakia/' CAS, April 4, 1947). 

"We have been accused of sullying the good relations between 
the USSR, and the Czechoslovak Republic, but the Democratic Party 
has clearly stated that It is aware of what it is doing on that score. 
It is aware of the fact that only an intimately united friendship with 
the USSR must be our policy in the future. Thereby we do not follow 
our narrow party interests, but we are convinced that this is in the 
interest of the entire Czechoslovak Republic." — (Jdn Lichner, 
Assistant Secretary of National Defense, CA'S, 5-14-46). 

• • • 

"Our alliance with the USSR is and will remain tlhe 
basis of our foreign policy and security. . . The freedom 
of the Czechs and Slovaks was assured by the fact that 
Banska Bystrica was liberated by the Red Army of the 
Soviets and no other army/' — (Dr. Joseph Lettrich, Vice- 
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the "Council of 
Free Czechoslovakia/' CAS, March 23, 1947). 



"In parliament on November 7, 1935, when I spoke about the in- 
ternational situation, I said that It was my deep conviction that our 
contacts with the Soviet Union shall be good and lasting, that Soviet 
Russia will again become a powerful Slovanic factor, and as the moat 
powerfu! Slovanic factor would bring Slavdom much good. We are not 
changing our stand — and this is the permanent stand of the Demo- 
cratic Party." — (John Urslny, Viee-Premier of Czecho-Slovakia and 
Vice-President of the Democratic Party, in Bratislava, February 22, 
1947, according to CAS, official organ of the SDP, February 27, 1947.) 

• • • 

"LONG LIVE THE SOVIET UNION AND MAY ITS 
SOVIET LEADER AND SKIPPER, J. V. STALJN LIVE 
I N FULL HEALTH TO SEE MANY MORE OF ITS JOY- 
OUS JUBILEES!" — (Dr. Joseph Lettrich, Vice<7hairmaii 
of the Executive Committee! of the "Councal of Free Oze- 
■ honUvMikm," CAS, November 7, 1947). 



